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TAGS: PINS, PDFR, PINT, CG 

SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH LUNDA LEADER TSHOMBE ISOJ KABWIT 

1 . SUMMARY: TSHOMBE ISOJ KABWIT (FORMERLY THOMAS) YOUNGER 
BROTHER OF BOTH MOISE TSHOMBE AND DANIEL TSHOMBE (THIS 

IS MEANT YAV, EMPERER OF THE LUNDA) WHO DURING OCTOBER 1977 
ELECTIONS WA A SET AS COMMISSAIR DE PEUPLE, FOR THE CITY 
OF LBUJBASHI, CALLED AT THE CONSULATE ON MAY 29.PREVIOUS 
CONTACTS WITH THIS MEMBER OF THE TSHOMBE FAMILY HAVE BEET, 

VERY GUARDED BECAUSE HE WASMORE INQUISITVE ABOUT CONSULATE 
VIEWS THAT FORTHCOMING OUT HIS OWN. HE HAS WORKED CLOSELY 
WITH MUBUTU GOVERNMENT IN THE PAST AND MANY SUSPECTED THAT 
HIS ELECTION TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL WAS REWARD FOR HIS 
CLOSE TIES. CONTRARY TO PREVIOUS ENCOUNTERS, TSHMBE CAME 
TO TALK: TO EXPRESS HIS CONCERN ABOUT WHAT THE ZAIRIAN 
GKOVERNMENT WAS DOING TO HIS PEOPLE, TO REMIND US THAT BECAUSE 
OF THE WORK OF AMERICAN METHODISTS MISSIONARIES THE 
LUNDAS LOOKED MORE TO THE UNITED STATES THAN ELSEWHERE 
FOR HELP, AND TO ASK THAT THE US PLAY AN ACTIVE ROLE 
IN BRINGING SOVCUAL JUSTICE TO ZAIRE. IN ADDITION, HE 
OFFERED HIS OBSERVATIONS ON INFILTRATION INTO OTHER 
SHANAN TOWNS, THE FLNC IDEOLOGY HIS ADVANCE WARNING 
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ABOUT TROUBLE, AND THE FRUSTRATION OF THE SHABAN COM 
MISSAKRIES DE PEOPLE IN DEALING WITH THE PRESIDENT. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. TSHOMBE BEGAN BY SAYING HE WAS CAUGHT IRIA DILEMMNA 
WHILE HE AS A COMMISSAIRE DE PEUPLE AND A MEMBER OF 
MPR, HE WAS ALSO A LUNDA AND A REPRESENTATIVE OF 
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SHABA. THE PRESIDENTS SPEECH SHORTLY AFTER THEIR 


INVASION HAD SINGLED OUT THE LUNDA AS THE PERPETRATORS 
OF THE ATTACK ON KOLWEZI. TSHOMBE SAID HE FOUND HIS 
POSITION AND THE POSITION OF MANY LUNDAS TO BE VERY 
DIFFIUCLT AS THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN SHABA WORSENS. 

ALREADY MANY LUNDAS HAD BEEN ARRESTED. TSHOMBE SAID 
HE HAD SPENT MUCH OF HIS TIME SINCE HIS RETURN FROM 
KINSHASA LAST WEEK IN THE "CITES’' OF LUBUMBASHI 
TALKSFG INFORMALLY WITH HIS TRIBAL BROTHERS. HE WAS 
NOW ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN THAT REBELS HAD INFILTRATED THE 
ZAIRIAN POPULATION OF LUBUMBASHI AND PROBABLY LIKASI 
INFILTRATION WAS POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF LOCAL RESENTMENT 
AGAINST FAZ FOR ITS CONTINUED HARRASSMENT AND EXTORTION. 

PEOPLE WERE AFRAID TO TURN IN INFILTRATORS BECUASE THE 
MILITARY WOULD ACCUSE THEM ALSO OF BEING 
SYMPATHIZERS AND BEATTHEM UP. 

3. IN THE PAST SUSPICIOUS BETWEEN THE LUNDA AND OTHER SOUTH 
SHABAN TRIBES ON THE ONE HAND AND THE LUBA FROM THE 
KASAIS (WHO WERE IMPORTED BY THE BELGIANS TO WORK 
IN THE MINES AND NOW CONSTITUTE APPROXIMATELY 50 PC OF THE 
URBAN POPULATION OF LIKASI AND LUBUMBASHI AND THE LUBA FROM 
NORTH SHABA ON THE OTHER HAVE MADE CONSPIRICIES IN 
THE CITES DIFFICULT. NOW TSHOMBE EXPLAINED THINGS 
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HAVE CHANGED. BECASE OF THE EXECUTIONS AND PURGE OF 
MANY LUBA"KASAI AND LUBA/SHABA OFFICERS OF THE FAZ 
THE LUBA HAVE BECOME MUCH MORE WILLING THAN 

PREVIUSLY TO COLLABORATE WITH MOBUTU'SHVPPONENTS. TSHOMBE NOTED 

THAT WHEN THE ARMY DISMISSED THE 1200 OFFICERS OF SHAB N 

KASAIN, AND BANDUNDU REGION ONLY 400 SHOWED UP 

TO RECEIVE THEIR FINAL PAY CHECK. HE SPECULATED THAT 

MANY OF THE REST MAY HAVE BONE TO ANGOLA TO JOIN 

THE REBELS. 

4. TSHOMBE THOUGHT THAT FUTURE EVENTS IN SHABAN WOULD 
BE DICTATED BY THE NATURE OF THE WESTERNRESPONSE TO 
THE KOLWEZI ATTACK AND THE PERCEPTION OF THAT RESPONSE 
BY THE LOCAL POPULATION. ANY SUPPORT FOR THE MOBUTU 
GOVERNMENT WOULD FURTHER AT .1, TEN ATE. SHABANS FROM THE 
WEST AND INCREASE THE LIKELIHOOD OF A GENERAL UPRISING. 
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IT WAS IMPERATIVE THAT THE WESTE PRESSURE MOBUTU TO RE 
SIGN OR OTHERWISE SEEK HIS REMOVAL. WITHOUT A CHANGE 
IN ZAIRE'S GOVERNMENT THERE COULD ONLY BE FURTHER 
BLOODSHED. 

5. TSHOMBE SAID THAT SO FAR SHABANS HAD BEEN HAPPY 
WITH THE BELGIANS AND US ACTION IN ZAIRE. IT WAS 
OBVIOUS THAT THE BELGIAN TROOPS HAD COME ONLY TO 
NIPROTECT THEIR NATIONALS AND NOT TO SUPPORT MOBUTU. BEL 
GIAN FONMIN SIMONET’S SPEECH CRITICISING MOBUTU HAD 
BEEN VIEWED AS "ENCOURAGING" THE LIMITED US SUPPORT 
ROLE HAD ALSO NOT BEEN SEEN AS DIRECTED AGAINST THE 
SHABANPEOPLE. HOWEVER FRANCE'S INTERVENTION WAS 
VIEWED AS DIRECT SUPPORT OF THE MOBUTU REGIME. ANTI 
FRENCH FEELINGS WAS ALSO BEING FED BY REPORTS GF 
INNOCENT CIVIIANS KILLED IN KOLWEZI BFY LEGIONNAIRES. 

6. WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT THE MASSACRES OF EUROPEAN 
AND AFRICAN CIVILIANS, TSHOMBE SAID HE DID NOT THINK 
THE KILLI GS WERE DONE PURPOSEFULLY ON THE ORDERS OF 
REBEL COMMANDERS BUT HAD HAPPENED ON THE VE OF FOREIGN 
INTERVENTION WHEN THE REBEL TROOPS HAD BECOME "UNCON 
TROLLABLE" TSHOMBE ALSO THOUGHT THAT MANY CIVILIANS 
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(AFRICAN AND EUROPEAN) HAD BEEN KILLED BY FAZ TROOPS. 

7. TSHOMBE SAID THAT HE HAD PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
MOTIVES AND IDEOLOGY OF THE GROUP NOW CALLING ITSELF 
NWE FLNC. TSHOMBE WAS SENT TO ANGOLA TEREE TIMES BY 
MOBUTU IN 1975 TO MEET WITH THE GROUPS LEADERS. HE 
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HAD BEEN RECEIVED BY GENERAL NATHANIEL MBUNMA AND HAD 
TALKED AT LENGTH WITH HIM AND OTHER LEADERS OF THE 
EX KATANGAN GENDARMES. TSHOMBE WA CONVINCED FROM THESE 
CONVERSATIONS THAT THE FLNC PRIMARY MOTIVES WERE TO 
RETURN SOCIAL JUSTICE TO THE ZAIRIAN PEOPLE AND TO END 
THE CORRUPTION AND REPRESSION OF MUBUTU. HE STRONGLY 
REJECTED THE NATION THAT THE FLNC WAS SOCIALIST OR COM 
MUNISTS-ORIENTED. HE SAID THAT THERE WER COMMUNIST 
BACKED ANTI-MUBUTU FORCES IN ANGOLA BUT THEY WERE 
MULELEISTS FROM KWILU OR GINZENGA SUPPORTERS FROM HAUT 
ZAIRE. THEIR NUMBERS WERE INSIGNFICANT. IN CONTRAST 
BE BELIEVED THE FLNC LEADERS WERE SHABANS WHO HAD 
COLLABORATED TOO CLOSELY WITH THE WEST IN THE PAST TO 
BE INFLUENCED BY THE SOVIETS OR THE CUBANS. 

COMMENT: MANY SHABANS HAVE VOICED SIMILAR VIEWS ABOUT 
FLNC IDEOLOGY WHICH SEEM BASED MORE ON WISHFUL THINKING 
AND RECOLLECTIONS OF THE EARLY SIXTIES THAN ON PRESENT 
REALITIES. END COMMENT 

8. TSHOMBE RECALLED THAT WHEN HE HAD REPORTED THE 
NUMBERS AND AGRESSIVENESSOF THE EX- TJQANGANS FORCES 
TO MOBUTU IT HAD AT FIRST SF.F.MDD THAT THE PRESENT 
WOULD BE WILLING TO NEGOTIATE WITH THEM IN ORDER TO 
AVOID CONFLICT. HOWEVER MOBUTU WAS INFLUENCED BY ZAIRIAN 
MILITARY OFFICERS WHO SCORNED ANY IDEA OF 
NEGOTIATONS. NOW THOSE OFFICERS, ACCORDING TO TSHOMBE 
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"WERE AMONG THE FIRST TO FLEE FROM BATTLE: THE INEFFECT 
TIVENESS OF THE FAZ AND THE CRUELITIES IT INFLECTED IN 

THE REGIONS POPULATION WERE THE REASONS FOR ITS DEFEAT 
AT THE HANDS OF THE BETTER-TRAINED AND DICIPLINED FLNC 
FORCES. 

9. TSHOMBE HAD GIVEN ANOTHER WARNING TO THE GOZ IN THE 
WEEKS JUST PRIOR TO THE ATTACK ON KOLWEZI. IN MARCH AND 
EARLY APRIL HE HAD VACATIONED IN ZAMBIA, VISITING LUNDAS 
IN THE NORTHWESTERN PART OF THE COUNTRY. HE HAD LEANRED 
OF THE MOVEMENT OF UNIDENTIFIED TROOPS IN THE ZAIRE-Z AMB IA 
-ANGOLA BORDER REGION. HE HAD REPORTEDTHAT TO SHABA'S 
REGIONAL COMMISSIONER EFAMBE ON APRIL 1 1 BUT APPARENTLY 
EFAME DID NOTING WITH THE REPORT. TSHOMBE ADDED THAT 

THE LUNDAS OF ZAMBIA WERE ALSO AGAINST THE MOBUTU GOVERN 
MENT BECAUSE OF THE ARREST OF HIS BROTHER, THE MWANT YAV 
DURING THE 1977 SHABA CONFLICT. 

10. MOBUTU'S UNWILLINGNESS TO RECEIVE SHABA'S PARLIA- 
MENTARY REPRESENTATIVES WAS ALSO LAMENTED BY TSHOMBE 
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ACCORDING TO TSHOMBE SEVERAL REQUESTS BY SHABA'S DEPUTIES 
FOR AUDIENCES WITH THE PRESIDENT HAD BEEN 
DENEID, AND THE FIRST SUCH MEETINGS WAS TO HAVE TAKEN 
PLACE WHEN FIVE SHABANS AS PART OF THE "COMMITTE OF 
FIFTY” REPRESENTING ALL THE REGIONS OF ZAIRE WOULD 
HAVE MET WITH MOBUTU ABOARD THE PRESIDENTIAL YACHT 
EVEN THIS RATHER IMPERSONAL CONSULTATION HAD NOT TAKEN 
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PLACE AS THE EVENTS AT KOLWEZI HAD INTERVENED. SHABA'S 
LEGISLATIVE COMMISSIONERS WERE TO HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY 
MOBUTU DURING HIS LAST STATE VISIT TO LUBUMBASHI IN 
JANUARY, BUT THEY WERE CURTLY TURNED DOWN AT THE LAST 
MOMENT BY REGIONAL COMMISSIONER EFAMBE, WHO OFF-HANDEDLY 
ACCURSED THEM OF " PLOTTING SECESSIN". TSHOMBE WAS GREATLY 
CONCERNED THAT THE LACK OF CONTACT BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT 
AND SHABA'S ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES WAS A NEGATIVE FACTOR 
IN SHAPING THE PRESIDENTS ATTITUDES TOWARD THE SHABAN 
POPULATION. 

11. COMMENT: TSHOMBE S POSITION CAN BE TAKEN AS REPRE- 
SENTING MANY OF SHABAJS LUND AS WE WELL AS THE VIEWS OF 
MANY OF SHABA'S EDUCATED ELITE WHOSE TRIBAL ORIGINS 
PUT THEM IN THE CAMP OF THE ANTI-MOBUTU MOVEMENT. THE 
UPSHOT IS THAT THSE ELEMENTS VIEW THE ATTACK ON KOLWEZI 
AS A STARTING POINT AND A CATALYST AND NO AS AN 
END TO THE SHABA CONFLICT. TSHOMBES THOUGHTS ON THE 
LACK OF CONTACT BETWEEN MOBUTU AND SHABAN LEADER ARE 
MORE DISTURBING WHEN THE LOSS OF THE RESPECTED LUANDA 
BUSINESSMAN MAWAWA AYIND IS CONSIDERED. MAWAWA WHO 
DIED IN A CAR ACCIDENT IN FEBRUARY 1978 WAS TRUSTED 
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BY BOTH ZAIRIANS AND EXPATRIATES AND REPUTEDLY WAS 
OFTEN CONSULTED BY THE PRESIDENT ON GOZ POLICY IN 
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SHABA. THE CONTINUING HARDSHIPS OF MILITARY RULE IN 
SHABA AND THE LACK OF MUT ALLY RESPECTED INTERMEDIARY 
MAY HAVE RESULTED IN THE IRREVERSIBLE DISAFFECTION OF 
MUCH OF SHABA'S LUNDA POPULATION. 

BORG 
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